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kinds prevented me from asking questions of less importance 
than what im'y concerned me. Dined & spent the aftern'n & 
ev'g with Commr in Chief, Genl Matthews, &c. Mem. Genl Lee's 
full signature attained this day & not earlier. 

Friday, l$th. Slept last night at Bush's, took leave of Mr. 
Smith's family, engaged this morning in an address to Genl 
Lee. 

Eeeeived from Mr. Smith 600 Dollars, also from Col. 0. 
Byrd 190, 8 cts. 

Examined & approved Doct'r Kerr's acet 121 dollars, & also 
Doctor Blakay's acct for 218 dollars, for both acets the Com'r in 
Chief gave the Gentfn orders on Col. Byrd. Dined with Dr. 
Makay, & about three o'clock drank a parting glass of wine with 
the Comr in Chief, Genl Matthews, Genl Dark, Col. McGuire, 
K. B. Taylor, Major Holms, &c, &c, & left Winchester, arrived 
at Col. Reads in the evening. Mem. It has rained moderately 
the whole day & evening, rained hard in the night. 

Saturday, %Mh. Sent early this morning for Billy & Moses 
to come from Col. Thurstons to me at Col. Meades; they arrived 
in the rain ab't 10 o'clock. Mem. It rained all day, and in 
evening, it snowed, & continued to snow during the night. 

21st. Breakfasted at daybreak w'th Col. Meade, & rode thro' 
bad roads to Mr. Whiting's, slept there. 

22<Z. At daybreak left Mr. Whitings, & rode to the Spotted 
Tavern, 22 miles, breakfasted there, & had the happiness of see- 
ing my Dear Wife & sweet children in perfect health, for which 
I am truly grateful to a Good God. 



THE EATON FREE SCHOOL* 

To all Christian people, to whom these presents shall come, I 
Thos. Eaton, of the Back River, in the County of Elizabeth Citty 
(hereby) send Greeting in our Lord God everlasting. Know 
ye that I, the said Thomas Eaton, being at present weake in 
body, but whole & p(erfect) in memory, praised bee God out of 
my owne free wille (and the love) that I beare towards the In- 
habitants of the County of Elizabeth Citty, I have for the main- 

• Communicated by Mrs. F. M. Armstrong, of Hampton, who copied 
it from the original deed. 
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tenance of an able Schoolmaster (to) educate and teach the 
children borne within the said County of Elizabeth Citty — 
Given, Granted, assigned, set over and confirmed, and doo by 
these presents give, grant, assign, set over and confirm after the 
time of my decease for the use aforesaid Five hundred acres of 
land, whereon the sd. Eree School shall be kept, being a part of 
a dividend of six hundred and acres graunted unto me by 

pattent bearing date the fifth day of June, Anno 1638, Begin- 
ning from the beaver Damm. . . . Westerly towards the 
Head of the Back Biver & Southerly. . . . Woods, with all 
houses, edifices, orchards, and Bights to . . . belonging to it, 
Two negroes called by the names of . . . Twelve Cows and 
two bulls, Twenty Hoggs young and old, one bedstead, a table, 
a cheese press, twelve milk trays, an Iron Kettle contayning 
about twelve gallons, pot rack and pot hooks, Milk Failes, water 
tubs, & powdering tubbs, to have and to hold the said land with 
aU other the premises before mentioned for the use afores'd, 
with all ye male increase thereof for ye maintenance of the said 
school master, such one as by the Commissioners, Mynister & 
Churchwardens, whom I doo nominate & appoint as trustees, in 
trust for the ordering & settling thereof from time to time shall 
be thought fit, and I, the said Thomas Eaton do further order 
& appoint that no free education bee allowed but to such chil- 
dren as shal be born within the said County, And that when 
there shall be found to bee sufficient maintenance for the sd. 
school master that ye overplus thereof shal be imployed for the 
maintenance of poor, impotent persons, Widdowes and Orphans, 
inhabitants within the said County as by my said Trustees shal 
be thought fit. All wch the premisses before mentioned to be 
enjoyed for the use afores'd, without anie manner of claime or 
demand, disturbance, incumbrance or hindrance of anie person 
or persons elayming by, from or under mee forever by the these 
presents, and further know ye, that I, ye said Thomas Eaton 
have delivered at the time of the ensealing and delivery hereof 
part of the sd. land in name of all the rest of the premises before 
mentioned. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & seal this 
nineteenth day of September, Anno Dni, 1659. 

Tho. Eaton. (Seal.) 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the pr'ce of Leonard Yeo, Wm. 
Hill, Henry Poole. 



